


* " nheriting a sprawling country home can prove to be a challenge in
more ways than one. But for Toby Wemyss, taking over the reins
of Carphin House from his late uncle three years ago has opened

a new chaprer in his life,

Built in the mid-1700s and sitting in an clevated position amid 850
acres of rolling farmland near the hamlet of Luthric in Fife, Carphin
was owned by the Carnegie family for more than 100 years before passing
to the Wemyss” in 1938, Toby’s great-grandmother was the last person
to carry out a major refurbishment of the three-storey house just before
the Second World War.

This meant that, when Toby moved in, he knew that he would have
his work cut out to bring the house into the 21st century. Though he
works in London, Toby spends most weeckends and holidays at his Fife
home and used these precious trips north to oversee a full refurbishment
of Carphin.

‘Restoring the house has been a bir like opening Pandora’s Box,” he
admits. “I'he first thing that had to be sorted was the electrics. When 1
moved in, I plugged in a new toaster and it blew all the lights. Three days
after that I held a Sunday lunch party and lit the fire in the drawing room
but ended up with a chimney fire. It was terrifying, but the fire brigade
were here within 10 minutes and, amazingly, there was hardly any damage.

This baptism of fire helped Toby to focus on how he wants to use the
house. As well as upgrading the clectrics and heating, he decided to re-
work the internal space. Built with 12 bedrooms and three bathrooms,
Toby chose to reduce this to seven bedrooms but gave each its own
ensuite of private bathroom. He also decided to knock three small rooms
together to create one large family-sized country kitchen.

He has made every effort to use as much of the existing furniture as
possible, supplementing it with his own purchases — which includes a
magnificent 9ft mirror in the entrance hall and an entire wall of mirrors
in an upstairs cotridor.

Tlove getting light into a house, so mirrors ate a way of doing that,

Vi pieure: The drewing room with original white marble fireplace. Ahave: The house sits at the end
of a long sweeping driveway. 7o %t The slate floor of the bright entrance hallway. Below righi- The
library with old maps and books.

49















